[How threatening is periodontitis? Effects of periodontitis on the human body].
Periodontitis is a chronic inflammatory process which is not only threatening for the dentition. Bacteriae and their substances can enter the bloodstream by eating, toothcleaning or dental treatment and harm the body. Known are heart-valve infections by S. sanguis, but also pneumonia is seen more in patients with periodontitis. Recently it appears that periodontitis is probably the main course of preterm low birthweight babies. It has also been shown that there exists a close association between periodontitis and cardiovascular diseases. Investigations even suggest that this might be a causal relation.